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Wilks Oration - Dr Rachael Kohn
Saturday 25 May 7pm at the Effective Living Centre                      

26 King William Road, Wayville

Wilks Oration 2013
‘We are all Believers Now’
The topic of faith and belief across religions – whether Christians, 
Muslims, Jews or atheists will be explored by Rachael Kohn in this 
year’s Wilks Oration at the Effective Living Centre on May 25th.
“What we believe is not necessarily the thing that divides us,” says 
Rachael, “but how we believe may be crucial to whether we relate 
to one another at all, let alone with trust and confidence.” She says 
“We need to move on and deal with the really important question of 
not what we believe, but how we believe.”

Rachael Kohn is the presenter of the ABC Radio National’s pro-
gram, The Spirit of Things. She has written books on the topic of 
faith and religion as well as having taught in universities in Canada 
and England.

Preceding drinks will be accompanied by the duo Telenntri playing 
Celtic harp and guitar music from 7pm, and a light supper will be 
served after the oration. Rachel is happy to sign copies of her 
books which will be available on the night. All are welcome to at-
tend, but bookings are essential.

In This Issue
• Wilks Oration
• Report - Val Webb Fri Forum
• Book Review - Why Weren’t 

We Told?
• New Book - Michael Morwood
• Progressive Children’s 

! Curriculum

For further information or to make a booking online, please visit the ELC 
website at www.effectiveliving.org, or call the ELC office on 

8271 0329 (open 10am-3pm, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday) 
 

 Cost: General admission $25 Friends of ELC and concession $20

2013 Committee Members
Esmond Dowdy
Maureen Howland
Sue Jarrad
Jana Norman
Caroline Pearce
Ros Chittleborough

PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY NETWORK of SA
Mail c/- Effective Living Centre, 26 King William Rd, 
Wayville 5034
Office Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-3pm
Email pcnet@effectiveliving.org
Phone 8271 0329
Website www.pcnetsa.org
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BOOK REVIEW
Why Weren’t We Told?
Rex A E Hunt and John 
W H Smith!!
This handbook of Progressive 
Christianity, compiled and 
edited by Rex Hunt and John 
Smith, offers an international 
collection of cameos and 
articles on themes and issues 
addressed by 30 progressive 
Christianity contributors, 
including Gary Bouma, John 
Dominic Crossan, Margaret Mayman, 
Bruce Sanguin and Val Webb. 

Mostly pastors or professors, these are 
people at the forefront of articulating a 
progressive Christianity, people with 
experience and/or interest in areas such 
as Art, Feminist Theology, Social Justice, 
Hymn Writing, Biblical Story-telling, 
Archaeology, Eco-Spirituality, Process 
Theology, and Prayer, just to name a few. For 
seasoned progressives it offers the chance to 
widen references, and enhance vocabulary.

For those new to progressive thinking, here is 
a reading smorgasbord covering the last 200 

years, and reflecting a gathering mo-
mentum since The Enlightenment.

Ideal for ‘skimmers’ and in-depth 
readers alike: reflect on an article or 
two, explore further reading (most 
articles provide references), dip into  
stories from congregations self-styled 
as ‘progressive’. Or for those new to 
exploring ‘progressive’ Christianity 
there is Rex Hunt’s invaluable Re-
sources Toolbox.
A 250 page reference book, reflecting 

current thinkers, on topics that embrace an 
evolving faith, rather than one frozen in time.

Reviewer: Bruce Collins 
(Polebridge Press, 2013, 250 pages)
Available online from Mosaic Resources 
https://mosaicresources.com.au  

KEEPING IN TOUCH...
Would you like to be listed on the PCNet database to receive the newsletter  
electronically or would you like to update your details? Do you know of anyone 
who might like to receive the PCNet newsletter? Phone the Effective Living Centre, 
8271 0329 Mon, Wed or Fri, or email pcnet@effectiveliving.org with your contact 
details.

“Progressives see the christian cultural tradition 
as an ever-evolving one, in which individuals are 
"ee to think through and enunciate for 
themselves the beliefs they find most satisfying.”

Michael Morwood’s new book It’s Time. Cha#enges to the Doctrine 
of Faith is now available in Australia, via his website, 
www.morwood.org where there is a special link for Australian 
orders. Cost is US$20, including postage to all states. The book 
will shortly be available in Kindle format too.
Praying a New Story and Children Praying a New Story are both 
also available through this Australian link.

New book from Michael Morwood

https://mosaicresources.com.au
https://mosaicresources.com.au
mailto:pcnet@effectiveliving.org
mailto:pcnet@effectiveliving.org
http://www.morwood.org
http://www.morwood.org
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 VAL WEBB - FRIDAY NIGHT FORUM 

Dr Val Webb is an Australian theologian who 
holds graduate degrees in science and a Ph.D. 
in theology. She has taught in universities in the 
United States and Australia and has written ten 
books including Like Catching Water in a Net: 
human attempts to describe the Divine which 
won the religion category 
of Best Books USA Award 
in 2007. Val’s latest book 
is an updated and ex-
panded second edition of 
In Defence of Doubt: an 
invitation to adventure.

She describes herself as a 
good Christian woman, 
who for many of her early 
adult years lived a lifestyle 
guided by evangelical Christianity, always look-
ing for opportunities to share the gospel; “I was 
the sort of Christian that would talk to people on 
the bus, about our faith experiences”. 

She began to find that she also had strong 
doubts; deep questions about the faith that both 
fascinated her and disturbed her. A trained scien-
tist, she wrestled with her questions and her 
doubt, but found that the church environment 
with which she was involved, discouraged   
questioning and responded to those who did, 
with suspicion.

What was she to do? A solution came from out-
side the tradition, from left field. In science new 
knowledge always comes from doubting, ques-
tioning and testing the old. The “hermeneutic of 
suspicion” is the seed of discovery and a guide 
to discovering new knowledge. Why not apply 
the scientific approach to her doubts about 
Christianity?

In midlife Val had the opportunity and a strong 
desire to study theology and bring those ques-
tions that had bugged her for years, into the light 
of enquiry and deconstruction. So began not only 
a season of academic engagement, but a new 

career in writing and talking about theology 
and the richness of the tradition of honest en-
quiry. 

Some 25 years later, one of Val’s great inter-
ests as a published and celebrated theologi-
cal author and as a teacher and speaker, is 
the task of encouraging people to explore, 
question and enquire about their faith and the 
faith traditions that we are associated with. It 
is not surprising that her earliest published 
theological book is titled “In Defence of 

Doubt”. 

Val’s talk in Adelaide coincided with the release 
of a new edition of this book which maintains the 
core material but does also “update some his-
toric events, add a few recent doubters to the 
pool, include a chapter on progressive Christian-
ity and new theological directions and broaden 
the last chapter on world religions”.

Val concluded her talk with some reflections 
about the political landscape of Australian soci-
ety and the church, the growing frustration 
among Christians with a progressive persuasion 
around conservative representation in the media 
and in the political arena, and the beginnings of 
a deliberate public articulation of progressive 
Christian ideas as an alternative Christian voice. 

Once again we were truly blessed by Val’s pres-
ence and insights. A CD of Val’s presentation is 
available from PCNet.      

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT OUR WEBSITE?
News of latest events, book reviews, resources, a list of 

progressive-friendly churches and groups, links to world-wide 
progressive christianity sites. www.pcnetsa.org

report by Bruce Stocks

http://www.pcnetsa.org
http://www.pcnetsa.org
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3rd Common Dreams Conference

“Midwives of Change: Progressives Shaping 
Religious Communities”

CANBERRA 
Marcus Clark Centre at Australian National University 

19 – 22 SEPTEMBER 2013 
“The 3rd Common Dreams Conference draws together people from Australia,  
New Zealand and other parts of the world to explore ways that progressive religion 
can shape religious communities and contribute positively to the common good, so 
that religion enhances human life rather than diminishes it.”

Featuring: 

Marcus Borg & Bruce Sanguin 
Plus noted Australian and New Zealand speakers

A conference of religious progressives in  
Australia and the South Pacific.

For more information and to register visit  
www.commondreams.org.au

Speaker Spotlight

Dr Val Webb Rev Dr  
Lorraine Parkinson Rev Dr Nigel Leaves Rev Dr Steven Ogden Rev Glynn Cardy Rabbi Aviva Kipen Rev Dr  

Margaret Mayman Rev David Felten Rev Sande Ramage Rev Dr Alan Race

A Progressive Christian Spiritual Curriculum For Children

Several years ago staff members at ProgressiveChristianity.org, located in Portland, Oregon USA, 
interviewed thousands of people, churches and major leaders in the progressive Christian field, and 
came to the conclusion that the most significant need in the progressive Christian movement was to 
develop a progressive Christian curriculum for children. A project team was established, and began 
the task of writing a curriculum, congruent with a progressive Christian faith perspective.  In the 
words of the Project Co-ordinator:

“We wanted to teach our children to listen and respect all people, to think of the world as 
family, to celebrate and care for the earth, to see God within each other ... We wanted to 
offer them a way of life that centred on the teachings of Jesus, but also valued the teach-
ings of other wisdom paths”. [Deshna Ubeda, Not Forgetting the Children, in Why Weren’t We 
Told, edited by Hunt Rex AE and Smith John WH (2013)]

The first resource, A Joyful Path, comprising material for 38 sessions for children aged 6-10 years, 
has been completed. Information on this publication, including an outline of the contents, an on-line 
video, and a 6 lesson sample, together with purchase details, can be found at: 
http://progressivechristianity.org/childrens-curriculum/ 

An ABC radio interview with the Project Co-ordinator, Deshna Ubeda, can be heard at
http://progressivechristianity.org/resources/abc-radio-interview-with-deshna-ubeda-on-spiritual-curriculum-for-children/

 Common Dreams Conference 2013
Midwives of Change: Progressives Shaping Relig-
ious Communities
is the theme for the forthcoming Common Dreams confer-
ence.
To be held over four days in Canberra during 19th to 22nd 
September 2013 it will feature major presentations by re-
nowned scholar, teacher and writer, Professor Marcus Borg 
(USA) author of The Heart of Christianity, David Felten of 
Living the Questions fame (USA), and a strong line-up of 
Australian and New Zealand scholars and writers. The 
venue will be the superb Manning Clark Centre, a complex 
of auditoriums and lecture theatres in the Australian Na-
tional University campus.
For further information and registration 
http://www.commondreams.org.au If you are thinking of at-
tending but unsure of accommodation options, try
http://www.visitcanberra.com.au/Accommodation/List.aspx 

We would like to add progressive Christian material for children to the resources on our 
website.If you know of any good online sources, books or other material, we would like to 

hear from you. Perhaps there may be something you have  created/ successfully used 
that you would like to share with us? pcnet@effectiveliving.org 

http://progressivechristianity.org/childrens-curriculum/
http://progressivechristianity.org/childrens-curriculum/
http://progressivechristianity.org/resources/abc-radio-interview-with-deshna-ubeda-on-spiritual-curriculum-for-children/
http://progressivechristianity.org/resources/abc-radio-interview-with-deshna-ubeda-on-spiritual-curriculum-for-children/
http://www.commondreams.org.au
http://www.commondreams.org.au
http://www.visitcanberra.com.au/Accommodation/List.aspx
http://www.visitcanberra.com.au/Accommodation/List.aspx
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